Primary liver tumors in China.
Until now, no large series studies on the clinicopathological features of primary liver tumors (PLTs) in mainland China have been reported. The authors retrospectively investigated 3,160 cases of PLTs surgically resected at Shanghai Oriental Hospital of Hepatobiliary Surgery between January 1982 and January 1996. Most of them are true neoplasms, others are tumor-like lesions. The 3,160 cases of PLTs could be divided into 3 groups of 25 types arising from three germinal layers, of which tumor-like lesions (Group 1) were of 4 types involving 112 cases (3.5%), benign PLTs (Group 2) were of 10 types involving 499 cases (15.8%) and malignant PLTs (Group 3) were of 11 types involving 2,549 cases (80.7%). The most common type of lesion in each group was solitary necrotic nodule, cavernous hemangioma and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), accounting for 73.2%, 74.3% and 96.6% of their respective groups. The patients ranged in age from 5 months to 79 years (mean, 45.7 years), but the age distribution and sex ratio varied reciprocally from group to group and from lesion to lesion. For example, the mean age of the patients in Group 1 was 39.1 years of age, whereas in Group 2 and Group 3, it was 45.9 years and 49.6 years, respectively. The sex ratio of men to women was 2.6:1 in Group 1, 1:1.1 in Group 2 and 7.7:1 in Group 3. The rates of serum HBsAg positivity and concomitant liver cirrhosis in the patients with HCC were 74.4% and 72%, respectively, and the concomitant rate of cirrhosis in small HCC (<3 cm in diameter) was as high as 83.3% (P<0.05), demonstrating a close relationship of HCC with HBV infection and liver cirrhosis. HCC amounts to 78.4% of the total 3,160 PLTs in this series, indicating that HCC is the most common malignant tumor of the liver in China.